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classification of dog stories, but under the general classifica-
tion of fiction. I am making fresh, vivid, new stuff, and dog
psychology that will warm the hearts of dog lovers and the
heads of psychologists." Jerry of the. Islands is a delightful
story of dog adventure in the New Hebrides. Sitting in a
loose kimono at his desk on an open veranda facing the palm-
fringed lagoon, his mind journeyed back to snow-covered
Alaska, back to Buck of The Call of the Wild^ the dog that had
sent him sky-rocketing to fame. It was pleasant to think
about dogs and to write about them; they were a loyal species.

By summer he had completed Jerry of the Islands, and
returned to Glen Ellen. He went to the Bohemian Grove on
the Russian River for the High Jinks of the Bohemian Club,
where he met a number of his artist friends, argued socialism
versus defeatism, swam in the river, and drank heavily.
After the Jinks he brought Sterling, Martinez and a few
others back to the ranch; the drinking continued. His
uremia became acute, but he was not willing to stop drinking
long enough to cure the infection. He worked only on the
movie story "Hearts of Three" for which entertainment
nonsense the Cosmopolitan had offered him twenty-five
thousand dollars. Glad of the opportunity to escape serious
thinking, he tossed off his daily thousand words in an hour
and a half.

He still liked to laugh, but his sporadic gaiety was forced.
Finn Frolich says, "He didn't do the sporting things he used
to do, wrestle, play, didn't want to go up into the mountains
riding horseback any more. The gleam was gone from his
eye." He no longer discussed to obtain information, to enjoy
a battle of wits. He argued to win, sometimes grew quarrel-
some. George Sterling advised Upton Sinclair not to visit
the Beauty Ranch, as Jack had changed.

His only peace and pleasure was derived from the ranch
itself. Though he was disgusted with a large part of the men
who were working for him, he never lost his confidence in
the land. " I am that sort of farmer who, after delving in all
the books to satisfy his quest for economic values, returns to
the soil as the source and foundation of all economics." He